Scoliosis in cat cry syndrome.
Cat cry syndrome is an autosomal disease accompanying abnormal deletion of chromosome 5 and occurs in only 1 of 50,000 neonates. Scoliosis has been reported as a skeletal complication in cat cry syndrome. The characteristics and causes of scoliosis in this rare syndrome are unknown. The purpose of this study was to present the characteristics of scoliosis in cat cry syndrome and to speculate on its causative mechanisms. We report on 11 cases (5 boys and 6 girls) of cat cry syndrome. Detailed investigations of scoliosis, as well as physical and imaging examinations, were performed to characterize scoliosis and its causes. Average age at initial diagnosis of scoliosis was 4.3 years, and average age at final examination was 11.8 years. The incidence of scoliosis was as high as 73% (8/11). Most cases show a single right thoracic curve. Of the 8 patients with scoliosis, 3 patients who had increased muscular tone showed marked progression of scoliosis with growth. Muscular hypertonia may play a key role in the progression of scoliosis in cat cry syndrome.